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TO Supervisor Don Knabe, Chairman
Supervisor Gloria Molina
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich
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FROM: John Naimo

Acting Aud itor-Controller

SUBJECT: COUNTYVIIIDE UTILITY USER TÆ( EXPENDITURE AUDIT REPORT AS OF
JUNE 30, 2013

Los Angeles County Code Chapter 4.62.240 (Code) authorizes the County to collect a Utility
User Tax (UUT) on communication services from residents in unincorporated areas of the
County. The Code requires the County to have an annual audit to verify that the taxes have
been properly collected and spent. We contracted with an independent Certified Public
Accounting firm, Bazilio Cobb Associates (BCA), to audit how the UUT funds were spent.
Attached is BCA's audit of the County's Schedule of UUT Countywide Expenditures (Schedule)
for the Fiscal Year 2012-13.

BCA issued an unqualified opinion on the Schedule, indicating that the Schedule presents the
UUT expenditures fairly, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America. BCA did not examine the collection of the UUT, which will be audited
separately.

As part of the audit, BCA reviewed the County's internal controls over financial reporting, and
identified no material weaknesses. BCA also examined the County's compliance with certain
laws and regulations pertaining to UUT and the County's adopted budget, and did not identify
any instances of noncompliance.

Please call me if you have any questions, or your staff may contact Robert Smythe at (213) 253-
0101.
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c: William T Fujioka, Chief Executive Officer
Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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Audit Committee
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COUNTY OFLOS ANGELES
Schedule of Utility User Tax Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30, 2013
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPIORT

John Naimo
Acting Auditor-Controller
County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, Califomia

Report on the Schedule of Utlllty User Tax Countywlde Expcnditures

We have audited the accompanying Schedule of Utility User Tax (LJUT) Countywide
Expenditurcs (Schedule) of the County of Los Angeles (County) as of and for the year ended
June 30,2013, and the rclated notes to the Schedule, as listed in the table of contents.

Managemenl's ResponsibìIíty for lhc Schedub

The County's management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
Schedule in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant
to the preparation and fair presentation of the Schedule that is free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.

Audítor's Re s p onsibilily

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Schedule based on our audit. rly'e conducted
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditíng
Standarcls, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Schedule is frec
of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and
disclosures in the Schedule. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment,
including assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the Schedule, whether due to fraud
or enor. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the
entity's preparation and fair presentation of the Schedule in order to design audit procedures
that a¡e appropriate in the circumstances, but not fo¡ the purpose of expressing an opinion on
the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An
audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
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reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating
the overall presentation of the Schedule.

We believe that our audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a

basis for our audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the Schedule referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the Utility
User Tax Countywide Expenditures of the County, as of June 30, 2013, in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Other Matîer

As discussed in Note 3 to the Schedule, the accompanying Schedule is intended to present only
the Utility User Tax Countywide Expenditures. They do not purport to, and do not, present
fairly the financial position ofthe County ofLos Angeles as ofJune 30,2013, and the changes
in its financial position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America.

Other Reporting Required by Government Audítíng Standards

In accordance wilh Govemment Auditíng Standarcls, we have also issued our report dated
Ma¡ch 20, 2014 on our consideration of the County's internal control over financial repofing
and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and
grant agreements, and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing,
and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing
Standards in considering the County's internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

9,*CM**,"t"k
Torrance, CA
March 20, 2014
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Schedule of UUT Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30, 2013

Certified UUT
Expenses

Audit
Àdiustmencs

Audited UUT
Expenses

Auditor-Controller
Services and supplies

Board of Supervisors
Services and supplies

Chief Executive Office (CEO)
Sala¡ies and employee benefits

CEO Capital Projects
Capital assets

CEO Nondepartmental Special Accounts
Services and supplies

District Attorney
Salaries and employee benefits

Health Servicesl
Various

Parks and Recreation
Salaries and employee benefits
Services and supplies

Total
Public Library2

Salaries and employee benefits
Services and supplies

Toøl
Public Works

Services and supplies
Regional Planningr

Services and supplies

Sheriff
Salaries and employee benefits
Services and supplies

Total
Sheriff - County Services

Salaries and employee benefits
Services and supplies

Total
Treasurer Tax Collector

Salaries and employee benefits

Total UUT Expenses4

1,408,000 l,408.000

19,693,000 r9,693,000

1t,324,000 - 11,324,000
3,s84,7s2 - 3,584,752
t4,908,752 - t4,908,752

$ 38,000

1,37 1,8ó8

18,8t5

4,860

6,217,7 t9
4,495,3l s

$$ 38,000

t,37 t,868

18,8 | 5

4,860

6,2t7 ,7 te
4,495,315

10,713,034 10,7 t 3,034

229,000 - 229,000

138,000 - 138,000

9,t36,327 - 9,136,327
57,238 - 57,238

9, 193,565 - 9,193,565

l,25 r ,000
r06,000

I,25 I,000
106,000

l,357,000 r,357,000

I 13,43 I l13,431

$ 59,187,325 $ $ 59,¡87,325

See Accompanying Notes to the Schedule of UUT Countywide Expend¡tur€s

lTheCountyrllocoredûppmximrtely$lg.6g3millioninUUTfundstotheDeportmentofHealthseruices(DHS)fortiscal 
yeúend¡ngJune 30,

2013. This allocq(ion is port of the appÞx¡mrte $515 million of mnusl subsidies provided to Coun(y hospit¡ls lo provide med¡col seß¡ces
throughout the County. Because DHS uscs the subsidy to provide medical wrvices thrcughout the County, the UUT funds allocatcd to DHS were
excluded from this audit

2 
The senices md supplies amount for the D€pûrtment of Public Library ßflects a net ûdjustment of $67,000 primuily for ove¡ cloimcd

expenditures in FY 20 I l -l 2

3 
The se.vices md supplies ¡mount for the Dep¡tment of Regiond Plmning rcflects a midyeú FY 201 l-12 olloc0t¡on to the Depetmcnt of

Regionûl Plüning for one-time UUT funding.

4 
See Note 4 of¿ccompuy¡ng Notes to lhe Schcdulc of UUT Countywide Expendilurcs
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COUNTY OFLOS ANGELES
Notes to the Schedulc of UUT Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30,2013

NOTE 1-Organization

General

The County of Los Angeles is a legal subdivision of the State of California charged with general
governmental powers, The County's powers are exercised through an elected Boa¡d of
Supervisors (Board) which, as the governing body of the County, is responsible for the
legislative and executive control of the County.

Utility User Tax

UUT is a general tax which is used to provide essential government services. The Los Angeles
County Code (Code), Title 4 Revenue and Finance, Chapter 4.62, govems the UUT, The Code
provides that utility companies are to collect UUT from service users and remit these monies to
the County Treasurer and Tax Collector. A service user is a person that is required to pay based
on the consumption of electricity, gas, telephone, cable television services and other
communication services. The tax is imposed at a rate of 4.5Vo and collected by the utility
companies or their billing agent. Tax collected by the utility companies is remitted to the County
Treasurer and Tax Collector on a monthly basis.

Through the County budget process, the Board approves appropriation authority allowing
selected departments to expend their UUT allocations to enhance unincorporated area services.
There are a total of thirteen budget units (ten departments) that have ongoing UUT funding.
They are as follows: Auditor-Controller, Board of Supervisors, Chief Executive Office, District
Attorney, Health Services, Parks and Recreation, Public Library, Public Works, Sheriff and
Treasurer and Tax Collector. In addition, the Chief Executive Office administers UUT funding
in Capital Projects and Nondepartmental Special Account budget units.

NOTE 2 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The Schedule has been prepared in conformity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
in the United States of America (GAAP) as applied to government units. The Governmental
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the recognized standard-setting body for establishing
governmental accounting and financial reporting principles for governments. The more
significant of the County's accounting policies with regard to the UUT are described below:

4
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COUNTY OFLOS ANGELES
Notes to the Schedule of UUT Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30, 2013

NOTE 2 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Basis of Accounting

The modified accrual basis of accounting is used for the ULJT expenditures. Under the modified
accrual basis of accounting, expenditures are generally recorded when a liability is incured, as

under accrual accounting.

Budgetøry Accountútg

The established legislation and adopted policies and procedures provide that the County's Board
approves an annual budget. Annual budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally
accepted accounting principles in the United States of America for all governmental funds.

The County budget is organized by budget unit and expenditure object. Budget units are
established at the discretion of the Board. Each individual fund constitutes a budget unit.
Expenditures are controlled on the object level for all budget units within the County. The
County prepares a separate budgetary document, the County Budget, which demonstrates legal
compliance with budgetary control.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of the Schedule in conformity with GAAP requires management to make
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of expenditures during the reporting
period. Actual results could differ from those estimates,

NOTE 3 - Activities Excluded from the Schedule

This report only reflects UUT expenditures within various departments of the County. Other
activities ofthe County are not included in this report.

5
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COUNTY OFLOS ANGELES
Notes to the Schedule of UUT Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30,2013

NOTE 4 - Expenditures

TotaladjustedcertifiedUUTexpendituresfortheyearendedJune30,2013was$59,187,325. In
addition to these UUT expenditures, there were additional expenditures for the enhancement of
unincorporated area services that were funded by the General Fund Balance. The total value of
such services provided by both the UUT and the General Fund Balance during fiscal year 2013
was$62,O22,321.

$ 59,187,325

2,834,996

$ 62.022.321

NOTE 5 - Subsequent Events

In preparing the Schedule, the County has evaluated events and transactions for potential
recognition or disclosure through March 20, 2014, the date the Schedule of UUT Countywide
Expenditures was issued.

Utility User Tax

General Fund Balance

Total expenditures for enhancement ofunincorporated area services

6
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE
WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO THE UTILITY USER TAX

EXPENDITURES IN ACCORDANCE 1VITH THß MEASARD U

John Naimo
Acting Auditor-Controller
County of [os Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Report on Compliance

Wc have audited the County of los Angeles (County) compliance of the Utility User Tax (UUT)
Countywide Expenditures with the types of compliance requirements described in the Measure U
and the County's Adopted Budget for the year ended June 30, 2013.

M anage me nt's Re sp o nsibilify

County's management is responsible for compliance with the requirements of laws and regulations
applicable to UUT expenditures.

Auditor's Re s p o ns íbilþ

Our responsibility is to exprÊss an opinion on the County's compliance with UUT expenditures
based on our audit of the t'?es of compliance requirements refened to above. Vy'e conducted our
audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits containd in Govemment Aucliting
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with
the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect
on UUT expenditures occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the
County's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we
considered necessary under the circumstances.

rJy'e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on UUT expenditures.
However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the County's compliance.

Opinion on AAT Expenditures

ln our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the requirements refered to
above that could have a direct and material effect on the UUT expenditures for the year ended June
30, 2013.

7
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Report on Internal Control over Compliance

Management of the County is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal
control over compliance with the types ofcompliance requirements referred to above, In planning
and performing our audit of compliance, we considered the County's internal control over
compliance with the types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect
on UUT expenditures as a basis for designing auditing procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances for the purpose of expressing an opinion on compliance and to test and report on
internal control over compliance in accordance with the Measure U and the Coutrty's Adopted
Budget, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control
over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the County's
internal control over compliance.

A deficiency in interual conÛol over complianc¿ exists when the design or operation of a control
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of
compliance requirement on a timely basis. A nzaterial weakness in internal conftol over
compliance is a deflrciency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance,
such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance
requirement will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant
deficiency in intemal conttol over complianc¿ is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in
internal control over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of the UUT expenditures
that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important
enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the
first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control
over compliance that might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. We did not identify
any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses, as

defined above.

This report is intended for the information and use of the management of the County, the Board of
Supervisors and the Auditor-Controller, and is not intended to be and should not be used by
anyone other than these specified parties.

9'*CrwL'*
Torrance, California
March20,2Ol4
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL O\IER FINANCIAL
REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTIIER MATTERS BASED ON AN ATJDIT

OF FINANCIAL STATEMEI{TS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE \ryITH G OV ERN M E N T AA D ITI NG SZTNDÁRDS

John Naimo
Acting Auditor-Cont¡oller
County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to the financial audits contained i¡t Government Auditing
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the Schedule of Utility User Tax
Countpide Expenditures (Schedule) of the County of Los Angeles (County) as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2013, and the related notes to the Schedule, which collectively comprised the
County's basic Schedule, and have issued our report thereon dated Ma¡ch 20,2014.

Internal Control ove¡ Financiøl RepoftÍng

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the County's internal control over financial
reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the Schedule, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the County's internal control. Accordingly, we do not
express an opinion on the effcctiveness of the County's internal control.

A deftciency ín internal control exisls when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevenÌ,
or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or
combination of deñciencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a

material misstatement of the Schedule will not be prevented, or detected and correcled on a timely
basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in intemal control
that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those
charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described
in the first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all defìciencies in internal
control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses or sígnificant deficiencies.
Given these limitations, during our audit, we did not identify any deficiencies in intemal control
over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses
may exist that have not been identified.

9
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Complìance ønd Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the County's Schedule is free of
mate¡ial misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws,
regulations, conttacts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and
material effect on the determination of the Schedule amounts. However, providing an opinion on
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or
other matters that is required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Restriction on Use

This report is intended for the use of the management of the County, the County Board of
Supervisors and the Auditor-Controller, and is not intended to be and should not be used by
anyone other than these specified parties.

9rr*C-W**"u4*
Torrance, California
Ma¡ch2O,2Ol4

l0



Attachment
Page 13 of 14

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Schedule of Utility User Tax Countywide Expenditures

For the Year Ended June 30, 2013

Schedule of Flndings and Questioned Costs

No fìndings noted for fiscal year ended June 30,2013
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Schedule of Utility User Tax Countywide Expendltures

For the Year Ended June 30,2013

Status of Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs

There are no prior year findings reported.
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